Announcing the new

Durham VA Physical Therapy Geriatric Residency Program

Durham VA Medical Center

508 Fulton Street

Durham, NC  27705

Our mission is to prepare Physical Therapy (PT) residents for advanced specialty practice in geriatric PT. This one-year Geriatric Clinical Residency Program in PT is designed to develop clinical specialists and future leaders to provide optimal evidence-based care to older adults throughout the continuum of care. 

PT Geriatric Clinical Residents will have the opportunity to evaluate and treat older adult patients in the inpatient, outpatient, skilled nursing, and home care settings. Residents will be mentored by master clinicians at the Durham Veterans Administration Medical Center (VAMC) and Duke University Medical Center. Residents will manage a varied geriatric clinical caseload for ~30 hours/week, participate in mentoring sessions with expert clinicians for 2-4 hours per week, and in didactic and teaching experiences another 2-4 hours/week.  The PT resident will participate in training offered by the Durham VAMC Geriatric Research and Education Center (GRECC) and the Duke University Aging Center and Geriatrics Education Center with an interdisciplinary team including residents in geriatric pharmacy, geriatric social work interns, geriatric nurses, geriatric physical therapists, and geriatric medicine fellows. The resident also will participate in didactic and teaching opportunities with PT students in partnership with the Doctor of Physical Therapy Division at Duke University. Self study will be expected, and upon completion of the program, residents will be prepared to take the American Board of Physical Therapy Specialties exam in Geriatric Physical Therapy.

The Durham VAMC Geriatric Residency Program will begin on July 9, 2012. Residents will be employed fulltime by the Durham VAMC and are required to be citizens of the United States. Our program is scheduled to apply for APTA credentialed status in January 2013.

Applications are due by March 30, 2012, with interviews in April and a final decision by April 30, 2012. Candidates can apply as students but need to have a plan to graduate and be licensed by July 9, 2012. The required Application for Health Professions Trainee is available at http://www.va.gov/oaa/app-forms.asp. A one-page essay regarding personal interest and experience in geriatric physical therapy is recommended.  

For additional information or questions contact:

Phyllis Vandenberg, PT DPT GCS

DVAMC Geriatric Residency Director

(919) 286-0411 extension 6874

Phyllis.vandenberg@va.gov
